
Graphical Abstract Design Kit

STANDARD CRITERIA & VISUAL WORKFLOWS FOR HIGH-IMPACT

JOURNAL SUBMISSIONS

Maximize Acceptance Rates: A graphical abstract (or Table of Contents graphic) must instantly convey

the  core  novelty  of  your  research  to  reviewers  and  readers.  This  blueprint  outlines  the  absolute

dimensional  criteria,  typographic  bounds,  and  cognitive  layout  rules  mandated  by  major  publishing

groups (ACS, RSC, and Wiley) to guarantee peer review compatibility. 

1. Publisher Specification Matrix

PUBLISHER GROUP STANDARD DIMENSIONS FONT & TRANSPARENCY LIMITS

ACS (American

Chemical Society)

Width: 8.25 cm (3.25 in)

Height: 4.45 cm (1.75 in)

Aspect Ratio ~ 1.85:1

Min font size: 8 pt (Sans-serif preferred)

Resolution: Min 300 dpi

Avoid transparent fills behind structures.

RSC (Royal Society of

Chemistry)

Width: 8.0 cm

Height: 4.0 cm

Aspect Ratio = 2:1

Clear, legible lettering (Arial/Helvetica).

Keep layout compact to avoid excessive

shrink-down blur.

Wiley-VCH Width: 5.5 cm

Height: 5.0 cm OR

Width: 11.0 cm, Height: 2.5 cm

Optimized for high-contrast visibility. Text

must be kept to an absolute minimum

(only labels or key metrics).
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2. Visual Storytelling & Layout Workflow

Standard Linear Layout Strategy (Left-to-Right Flow) 

Step A: The Input / Premise (Left Side)

Establish your starting material, catalyst system, or foundational baseline. Render chemical structures clearly

using standardized bond lengths and line widths (e.g., ChemDraw ACS Document 1 settings). 

Step B: The Process / Innovation (Center Column)

Use clean, bold reaction arrows pointing from left to right. Place operational conditions (temperature, green

solvents, irradiation, or AI-predicted pathways) directly on top of or beneath the arrow space using bold text. 

Step C: The Output / Impact Metric (Right Side)

Display  the  finalized  product,  isolated  crystal  morphology,  or  high-performance  curve  data.  Highlight  key

validation values (e.g.,  "Yield: 98%",  "LOD: 2 nM",  or  "E-Factor: 0.12") inside prominent colored metric

callouts. 

🎨 Contrast and Legibility Checklists

• Avoid the Clustering Trap: Leave at least 15% clear white space inside your design frame boundaries. If a

diagram is shrunken down to thumbnail preview dimensions on an online abstract indexing feed, overlapping

lines will become completely unreadable.

•  Typography Stricture: Never use more than two font families. Stick to neutral,  high-legibility fonts like

Helvetica or Arial. Never include your main paper title or author names inside the graphic element itself.

•  Color  Purpose: Reserve  bright  accent  markers  (like  neon  greens  or  hot  pinks)  to  isolate  functional

pathways,  newly  substituted  chemical  groups,  or  peak  performance  regions.  Keep  background  matrices

entirely white or neutral. 

© 2026 InfoChemist.com | Chemistry Simplified. Science Reported. 

Developed by Atir Naeem Qurashi for the Global Research & Academic Community. 

InfoChemist.com — Graphical Abstract Design Kit 2


	Graphical Abstract Design Kit
	🎨 Contrast and Legibility Checklists


